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Soldier Responsibility Training

TITLE:  De-glamorization of alcohol

LENGTH:  1 hour

TASK:  Discuss why people consume alcoholic beverages

CONDITION:  Battalion/Company level environment

STANDARD:  Comprehend that consuming alcohol is not a status symbol, or even a
perception of status.

NOTE:  Commanders should have copies of the local alcohol consumption policy and
ensure each soldier understands it.  The enclosed slide packet may be used to illustrate
graphic examples of the results of the misuse of alcoholic beverages.

LEAD-IN:  There was a period of time in our military when consuming alcoholic
beverages was strongly encouraged.  At that time soldiers were drafted at the age of
eighteen and had relative ease in obtaining alcoholic beverages when the legal age of
consumption in many states was twenty-one.  During the 1980’s, organizations such a
Mothers Against Drunken Driving (MADD) conducted a nation-wide campaign to reduce
driving under the influence (DUI) by asking for stiffer penalties against offenders.
Society has virtually eliminated the glamorization of alcohol, and the military has done as
society.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1.  Why do soldiers drink alcohol?

2.   Do soldiers join the military to get alcohol underage?

3.  Why is alcohol acceptable as recreation in our society?

4.  What is the purpose of ‘Bosses Night.’

5.  Does alcoholic beverage consumption build camaraderie?

6.  Does the vast use of illegal drugs minimize the importance of the use and abuse of
alcohol?
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