
 
TOP TEN THINGS YOU CAN DO TO PROTECT 

YOUR WATERSHED 
 

1. WWAATTEERR  YYOOUURR  LLAAWWNN  OONNLLYY  WWHHEERREE  AANNDD  WWHHEENN  NNEEEEDDEEDD.  Use rain barrels to water your lawn and garden.  
Redirect rooftop runoff using a rain barrel or at the very least, a spreader. 

 
2. LLIIMMIITT  TTHHEE  UUSSEE  OOFF  PPEESSTTIICCIIDDEESS  AANNDD  FFEERRTTIILLIIZZEERRSS  UUSSEEDD  OONN  YYOOUURR  LLAAWWNN.  Consider using an alternative to the 

use of chemical pesticides, such as Integrated Pest Management (IPM), which is the use of natural 
methods to deter pests. 

 
3. PPLLAANNTT  NNAATTIIVVEE  VVEEGGEETTAATTIIOONN.  By planting vegetation that is adapted to your region you will reduce the 

amount of pesticides, fertilizers and watering that will be required.  That means less work for you! 
 

4. DDIISSPPOOSSEE  OOFF  PPEETT  WWAASSTTEE  PPRROOPPEERRLLYY.  Because pet waste can be high in bacteria, and nutrients, it should be 
disposed of in a trash can. 

 
5. CCAARREEFFUULLLLYY  CCHHOOOOSSEE  WWHHEERREE  YYOOUU  WWAASSHH  YYOOUURR  CCAARR..  Washing your car at an automatic carwash that is 

connected to the sewer system or recycles wash water will reduce the amount of water run-off that 
eventually finds it way into local streams.  If you do wash your car at home, use a biodegradable 
detergent.   

 
6. MMAAIINNTTAAIINN  YYOOUURR  CCAARR  PPRROOPPEERRLLYY.  Regular maintenance will ensure a smooth running machine and reduce the 

amount of oil and other fluid leaks as well as reduce other pollutants that result from driving cars. 
 

7. DDIISSPPOOSSEE  OOFF  OORR  RREECCYYCCLLEE  CCHHEEMMIICCAALLSS  PPRROOPPEERRLLYY..  All paints, oils, grease, antifreeze and cleaning products 
should be disposed properly.  Many communities have a household hazardous waste disposal station or 
annual collection day.  For Fort Campbell information on this, call 798-9773. 

 
8. CCRREEAATTEE  AA  RRAAIINN  GGAARRDDEENN..  For information on how to make a rain garden to reduce water run-off the 

Storm Water Branch @ 798-9588.   
 

9. PPRROOPPEERRLLYY  MMAAIINNTTAAIINN  YYOOUURR  SSEEPPTTIICC  SSYYSSTTEEMM.  For most people, out of site, out of mind.  Unfortunately, 
septic systems are one of the top polluters because of their limited lifetime and up to 35% failure rate.  
Septic system discharge has high levels of bacteria and nutrients that can contaminate groundwater, as 
well as streams.  It is very important to have your septic system regularly inspected (every three years) 
and maintained. 

 
10. JJOOIINN  AA  WWAATTEERRSSHHEEDD  OORRGGAANNIIZZAATTIIOONN.  Doing so will help you learn more about your own watershed and its 

unique qualities.  It will keep you informed as to what is going on in your watershed and what future plans 
are for the area.  Remember that each voice can make a difference! 

 
Adapted from the Center for Watershed Protection website 


