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The Superior National Forest will soon be advertising to fill two GS-462-6, Forestry Technician 
(Wilderness) permanent seasonal (13/13) positions in Tofte and Ely, MN and would like to collect 
information from interested candidates. 
 
About the Position These non-supervisory positions serve as Lead Wilderness Rangers in the Boundary 
Waters Canoe Area Wilderness for the Tofte Ranger District or Kawishiwi Ranger District on the Superior 
National Forest. This is an arduous position that involves lifting and portaging 50+ pound tool packs, 
overnight gear, and canoes. The incumbent leads temporary employees, volunteers, and partners on 
overnight trips that may be up to 8 days in length and can involve complex portage and campsite projects.  
The main mode of travel is by canoe, but motorboat use may be necessary as well. The work season is 
typically between April and October. Major duties include backcountry maintenance using crosscut saws 
and axes, as part of the standard toolkit on designated wilderness campsites, and wilderness portage trails. 
The incumbent will also conduct monitoring and inventory work, as well as serve as a Forest Protection 
Officer (FPO) contacting the public.  

The Superior National Forest is located in the northeast tip of 
Minnesota and is sandwiched between Lake Superior and the 
Canadian border. One third of its three million acres contains the 
Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness (BWCAW). The National 
Forest has over 2,000 lakes, 3,400 miles of streams, hosts 27 Forest 
Service campgrounds, nine Minnesota DNR campgrounds, 2,200 
developed campsites within the BWCAW, and 254 back country 
campsites outside the Wilderness. These camping areas provide 
quick access to 354 fishing lakes, 162 public boat landings, 29 
picnic areas, 400 miles of designated hiking trails, 450 miles of 
groomed cross-country ski trails, and over 1500 miles of canoe 
routes through the BWCAW.  

Tofte, Minnesota is a small picturesque town on the shore of Lake Superior with a population of about 
200.  It is home to a bank, a Lutheran Church, resorts and restaurants, a grocery store, a gas station and a 
couple of gift shops.  There is an elementary school (grades 1-5) with the remaining grades at a larger 
school in Grand Marais.  Tofte is located between the communities of Silver Bay and Grand Marais.  There 
are limited opportunities for home purchase or rental. More information on Tofte, Minnesota can be found 
at: www.boreal.org,   
www.grandmaraismn.com, www.silverbay.com, www.exploreminnesota.com 

Ely, Minnesota is located in the heart of the Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness (BWCAW).  It has a 
population of around 3,500 year round residents and the town includes: * Medical Center 
http://www.essentiahealth.org/ElyClinic/FindaClinic/Essentia-HealthEly-Clinic-50.aspx  * Vermillion 
Community College www.vcc.edu/   

* Vibrant local arts community with a community theatre  
* International Wolf Center, and the North American Bear Center  

OUTREACH NOTICE  
Tofte and Ely, MN       REPLY BY November 17, 2016 

http://www.boreal.org/
http://www.grandmaraismn.com/
http://www.silverbay.com/
http://www.exploreminnesota.com/
http://www.essentiahealth.org/ElyClinic/FindaClinic/Essentia-HealthEly-Clinic-50.aspx
http://www.vcc.edu/


* Recreation facilities (golf course, hockey arena, athletic fields, etc)  
* Outdoor recreational activities including fishing, hunting, cross-country skiing, hiking, boating, canoeing , 
snowmobiling, and a host of other activities at your doorstep Additional information regarding Ely can be 
found at: http://www.ely.mn.us,    http://www.ely.org, and http://elyminnesota.com.  

Ryan Blaisdell at 218-663-8603/rblaisdell@fs.fed.us (Tofte) or Steve Cochran at 218-365-
7610/scochran@fs.fed.us (Kawishiwi) would be glad to provide additional information on this position 
and the community.  Additional information regarding the Superior National Forest can be found at the 
website:  http://www.fs.usda.gov/superior/  

Please follow this LINK to indicate your interest in this position  
 
Individuals wishing to apply must first create an on-line profile in USA Jobs and upload a customized 
resume to ensure proper documentation of duties and accomplishments that are directly related to this 
position.  You can create a search in USA Jobs that will notify you jobs are posted.  

 

 
Tips on writing a Federal resume and applying for Federal jobs can be found on the USAJobs Channel 
Thank you for your interest. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, 
offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, 
national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, 
income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or activity 
conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs).  Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident.  

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American 
Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through 
the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other than English.  
 
To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online at 
http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html  and at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the 
information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: 
(1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-
9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) email:  program.intake@usda.gov.   USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.  
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