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Adverse Effect to the Childers House on the Fort Campbell Army Installation 
 

 

I. Introduction 

 

The U.S. Army has initiated the use of new ammunition at the Fort Campbell Military 
Installation.  Use of this ammunition will expand the range fan (distance ammunition has 
the ability to travel) and will prohibit personnel from occupying the facility.  The 
Childers House will become classified as a Personnel Prohibited Area (PPA).   This 
building is located in the Small Arms Impact Area at Fort Campbell and has been 
determined eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP).   Until 
this time, ammunition used in the ranges near the Childers House did not have the 
extended trajectory to be considered dangerous for personnel to use the property. 
 
The use of new M855A1 ammunition prohibits further use and occupation of the Childers 
House property.  It is the determination of the U.S. Army (Ft. Campbell) that the 
proposed undertaking constitutes an Adverse Effect to Historic Properties. 

 
The Childers House is located along Mabry Road, in Montgomery County, Tennessee (    
                                W).  

 

 
Figure 1. General Location of Fort Campbell 
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Fort Campbell has determined that the undertaking constitutes an Adverse Effect to 

Historic Properties.  In accordance with Stipulation (C.2.h.) of Programmatic Agreement 

Among the United States Army, The State Historic Preservation Officer of Kentucky and 

the State Historic Preservation Officer of Tennessee regarding the Operation, 

Maintenance, and Development of The Fort Campbell Army Installation at Fort 

Campbell, Kentucky (OPS PA, Effective January, 2009), formal consultation with the 
appropriate SHPO is required if Fort Campbell determines that the effects of an 
undertaking are adverse.  A formal section 106 consultation was conducted with the 
Tennessee State Historic Preservation Office (TN SHPO) in February 2014.  The TN 
SHPO concurred with Fort Campbell’s determination of an Adverse Effect to the Childers 
House on March 26, 2014 (See Attached). 
 

II. Description of Undertaking 

 
Use of the new M855A1 ammunition will expand current range footprint at Ranges 20A, 
21A, 21B and 23A.  New range footprints are shown in Figure 4 and Figure 5.  The new 
ammunition has an increased velocity when fired and therefore has the ability to travel a 
greater distance.  Additionally, the ammunition is considered “green” ammunition as it 
does not contain lead.  Use of the M855A1 ammunition is the only new training 
requirement at Fort Campbell at this time.  There is no new weaponry or increased 
training load associated with this undertaking.  Current ammunition used in the ranges, 
near the Childers House, did not have the extended trajectory to effect health and human 
safety for the occupants at the property. 
 

 
Figure 2. Childers House Location, Aerial (2013) 
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   Figure 3. Location of Project Area, USGS New Providence Quad 

 

III.   Areas of Potential Effects 
 

      Direct Effect: 

 

It is the determination of the U.S. Army that the Area of Potential Effects (APE) for 
direct effects for this undertaking is the extended footprint of new range ammunition 
fans.  Ammunition is not likely to come in physical contact with the Childers House; 
however, damage cannot be ruled out and it will still be considered unsafe for 
personnel to occupy the area due to firing. Additionally, there is no ground 
disturbance associated with this undertaking.  There are no anticipated direct effects 
for this undertaking. 
 
There are no known archaeological sites, objects, Traditional Cultural Properties, 
districts, defined landscapes, or cemeteries within the APE for direct effects.  The 
majority of the APE, the Small Arms Impact Area, is exempt from requiring 
additional archaeological survey in accordance with the current Programmatic 
Agreement for Base Operations (OPS PA).  This area has been an impact area for 
multiple types of explosive ordnance and it is the determination of the U.S. Army that 
additional archaeological investigations constitute an unwarranted risk to health and 
human safety. 
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Indirect Effect: 

 

It is the determination of the U.S. Army that the APE for indirect/visual effects for 
this undertaking is the surrounding landscape that will be altered due to 
implementation of the new ammunition. Indirect effects to the Childers house will be 
caused be the abandonment of personnel from the property. Discontinuing use and 
maintenance of the Childers will subsequently cause deterioration of the property. 
 
There are no other structures located within the expanded range ammunition fans.  
Firing of new ammunition will be consistent with the types of training currently 
conducted at the range complexes.  Additionally, there will be no significant auditory 
effects due to the use of new ammunition.  Ammunition is the only change to the 
training at Fort Campbell.  All weapons and training activities will remain consistent 
with current training at these ranges.  There will be no significant increase in noise in 
the area.  New range fan footprints are located in Figure 4 and Figure 5. The Childers 
House will be located within the new footprints for Ranges 23A and 20A, and within 
the buffer zone of new footprints for Ranges 20A and 21B. 

   

 
Figure 4. New range footprints for use of new ammunition 
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Figure 5. Close up of new range footprints and Childers House location 

IV.       Description of properties effected by this undertaking 
 

Childers House, Building 6081 

 
The Childers House was evaluated in a report prepared by BHE, Environmental, 
entitled, Eligibility Assessment of the Childers House, Building 6081, Ft. Campbell, 

Kentucky (2003).  The Childers House (building 6081) is listed as Eligible for the 
NRHP under Criterion C for architecture.  The TN SHPO concurred with Fort 
Campbell that the Childers House is Eligible for listing on the NRHP in a letter dated 
January 9, 2004.  The full report on the Childers House is included as a separate 
document within this Public Announcement.  
 
Constructed between 1938-1939, by John Glenn Childers, the Childers house 
represents Colonial Revival style architecture.  The house was only occupied for two 
(2) years before the U.S. Army took ownership of the property. 
 
Childers House was used as office space for the Cultural Resources Management 
Program and Agricultural Lease Program of the Directorate of Public Works.  These 
programs were relocated in April 2014. 
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Figure 6. Childers House 

 

 

Figure 7. Childers House 
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V. Application of Criteria of Adverse Effect 

 

There are no identified Direct Effects of the proposed undertaking.  Ammunition will not 
likely come in contact with the property to cause physical damage, and there is no ground 
disturbance associated with the proposed undertaking. 
 
The indirect/visual effects for the range fan increase are that the Childers House will no 
longer be used as office space due to the utilization of new ammunition. Without 
personnel occupying the house, the house will no longer be maintained causing neglect 
and subsequent deterioration.  Auditory effects were also evaluated for the undertaking. 
All weapons and training activities will remain consistent with current training at these 
ranges.  There will be no significant increase in noise in the area with the use of new 
ammunition.   
 
Fort Campbell has determined that the abandonment of the building will cause physical 
deterioration of the property.  Pursuant to 36 CFR 800.5 (a)(vi), neglect of a property 
which causes deterioration constitutes an Adverse Effect.  The TN SHPO concurred with 
this determination in a letter dated March 26, 2014. 
 

VI. Alternatives Considered for Avoiding Adverse Effect 
 
Planners considered several options that would avoid impacts on the Childers House.  
The first option was to not use the proposed ammunition.  The US Army considered this 
option unacceptable.  The current ammunition is no longer in production and cannot 
continue to be utilized.  Additionally, soldiers will not be trained properly on use of the 
new ammunition, resulting in mission failure. 
 
The second option was to construct a berm at the end of Range 23 to prevent ammunition 
from reaching the Childers House.  This would put an artificial blockade between the 
ammunition and the Childers House.  This option is not feasible due to clearing the area 
for construction of the berm.  The cost estimate for this option is approximately 
$400,000.  Costs would increase if berms had to be constructed at other ranges as well.  
Additionally, this option does not guarantee that the rounds would not come in contact 
with the Childers House.  This option is unacceptable due to cost and that the Childers 
House would still be considered unsafe to occupy. 
 
The third option was to transfer ammunition to other ranges that would not effect the 
Childers House.  This option would require the construction of new range facilities.  
Constructing a new range complex would cost an estimated 10 million dollars.  
Additionally, this construction time would be approximately 8-10 years.  The 
construction time would likely be extended as the Small Arms Impact area does not 
currently have space to build additional ranges.  The time, money, and space required to 
construct new facilities is limited at Fort Campbell.  The time between the close of 
existing range complexes and completion of new complexes would cause a lack of 
training, resulting in mission failure. 
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VII. Proposed Measures to Mitigate Adverse Effect 

 

As per Stipulation (C.2.b.) of the OPS PA, Fort Campbell has consulted with the TN 
SHPO regarding the Adverse Effect to the Childers House. Mitigation procedures will be 
coordinated with the TN SHPO and other consulting parties and a Memorandum of 
Agreement (MOA) will be developed.  Until the MOA has been finalized, minimal 
maintenance of the Childers House will continue.  Pursuant to the aforementioned 
programmatic agreement and 36 CFR 800.6, an announcement to the public and other 
interested parties will be forthcoming. 
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